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Letter from the Editor
“My children, our 
love should not 
be just words 
and talk; it must 
be true love, 
which shows 
itself in action.” 
-  1 John 3:18

Featured Article - Meet 
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The challenges 
of a beautiful 
journey towards 
her true calling
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to living out our 
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OUR PEOPLE
OUR MINISTRIESKake Nations

Meet Kake Nations
Kake Nations is a long-time 
FUMC-Denton member and 
remembers details of when 
she joined the church. Born in 
Gainesville, Texas, she lived in 
Burkburnett and Waxahachie 
before moving to Denton. She’s 
also lived in El Paso, which was 
a cultural shock for a small town 
girl.

She has always had an interest 
in anything artistic. While in El 
Paso, she had a neighbor who 
was an artist and she spent a lot 
of time with her. She decided to 

pursue a Fashion/Fine Arts 
degree in college. After a 
couple of years, she settled 
on Fine Arts, her real pas-
sion.

She’s worked with fashion 
and arts for a little while, 
but she felt that was not her 
calling. At some point, she 
heard God encouraging her 
to go to nursing school. She 
wasn't sure why but de-
cided to listen to Him. She 
worked in this field for over 
20 years in different capac-
ities. Still, she didn’t under-
stand her full calling.
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Always a Methodist, 
she was very involved 
in another church and 
had many milestones 
celebrated there. Hav-
ing small children at the 
time, Riley and Chloe, 
she felt she needed a 
change and wanted a 
church with a strong chil-
dren’s program.

Right after Easter in the 
spring of 1994, she came 
to visit FUMC-Denton for 
the first time. Gary Muel-
ler was the pastor at the 
time they visited, when 
Riley was six and Chloe 
was four. 

She soon joined the 
Weavers Sunday school 
class and loved it for 
some time. Then fate 
knocked at her door.

FUMC-Denton used 
to hold a Wednesday 
evening meal for fami-
lies every week. “It was 
wonderful,” said Kake. 
“People of all ages, fam-
ilies with children, would 
come together in Mon-
roe to share a meal and 
have a good time. The 
church had a cook at the 
time and with the help 
of some volunteers, held 
this wonderful weekly 
event.

During one of the 
events, “this guy” ap-
proached me and asked 
if I was Riley’s mom. He 
was involved with youth 
and knew Riley. What 
he didn’t tell me is that 
someone tipped him 
about me! (laughs) He 
started to talk to me and 
introduced himself as 
Tommie Nations. 
“He invited me to vis-
it his Sunday school, 
New Horizons. We sat 
together and I enjoyed 
the class very much. 
At the end, he asked 
me out. And I said no! 
Truth is, I was caught off 

Labyrinth time
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Labyrinth time

Kake pre-
senting 
during UMW 
luncheon.

guard and don’t even 
know why I said no. He 
got offended and if you 
know him, he is tall. All 
he has to do to ignore 
you is not to look down,” 
she laughed. “The funny 
part is that right after that 
I went to my hairdresser 
without knowing that we 
shared the same one. 
So, I told her about Tom 
but never mentioned his 
name. I just told her his 
was a firefighter and she 
immediately know it was 
Tom because she had 
cut his hair the day be-
fore and apparently, he 
mentioned me. As she 
had his phone number, 
she told me she would 
call him and I said no. 
She did it anyway and 
next day it was Sunday 
and he came to talk to 
me and asked me out 
again. This time I said 
yes. Long story short af-
ter three years of dating 
we got married.”

They had a small wed-
ding in Cole Chapel with 
just immediate family. 
They had been warned 
that there was a large 
event happening in Flinn 
Hall and it would proba-
bly get loud, but they did 
it anyway. Kake started to 
get bothered because at 

the end of her cere-
mony, she’s noticed 
this man opening and 
shutting Cole Chapel’s 
door and she didn’t 
know him. When 
they left the chapel, 
the man told her that 
they had something 
for them. There was 
a big band playing 
at their event and as 
they came in, the band 
started to play “Fly Me 
to the Moon” and they 
danced because it 

was“their song. Such a 
romantic memory.” 
Kake knew she was 
called to something 
but she didn’t real-
ly understand what. 
The turning point was 
a Walk to Emmaus. 
Wilma Reinhart, also a 
church member and 
deacon, encouraged 
Kake to participate in 
the walk. Wilma was 
her sponsor and did 
everything a sponsor 
is supposed to do. 

“While elders are called to lead 
congregations in ministry and 
mission, deacons are called to 
connect baptized Christians 
with their ministries in the 
world.
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“She gave me a video, 
she told me to watch 
and to give it for Tom 
to watch so he would 
be completely aware of 
what I was doing. She 
also said that it would 
be very important that 
he would support her 
journey. When you go to 
the retreat you have no 
outside communication, 
no watches, not inter-
net. You are completely 
immersed and isolated 
from the outside world. 
There is a very special 
night and in it, we just 
feel so loved. I felt like 
I was in heaven. Seeing 
the faces of all the peo-
ple who loved me and 
people I didn’t even 
know… and then there 
is a time for processing 
it and just dwelling in 
that love. That’s when I 
hear the voice of God 
say, “Go.” I literally went 
down on my face, on 
the ground in front of 
the cross. It was an over-
whelming time and I did 
not know what to do. 
After praying and having 
support of the pastors 
and guides, I simply 
knew I was called to min-
istry. I was one of three 
or four women who were 
called during the walk. I 
didn’t know any of them 

but now they are my 
friends,” she added.

When Kake talked to 
Tommie about her call-
ing, he was surprised. 
They had been married 

for a short time and it 
took him a while to grasp 
the idea of her calling. 
“It didn’t make sense to 
him then and I am not 
sure it makes sense now. 
Me being so spiritual 
kind of scared him and 
his response to it kind of 
scared me. It made our 
marriage very challeng-
ing for a long time. But I 
couldn’t let it go. I talked 
to the pastors here. I 
had a spiritual director, a 
United Methodist pastor 
out of Austin. I still felt 
I needed more so my 
pastor encouraged me 
to attend Perkins School 
of Theology for Laity and 
I took every single class 
available. After that, I was 
completely sure of my 
calling. They offered a 
certification in spiritual 
direction, which is kind 
of a graduate school. 
Students attend one 

weekend and take all the 
classes online for two 
years. I loved everyone, 
I love everything about 
it. For the first time, I felt 
that I belonged.”

After that Kake attended 
Perkins and earned a 
Master of Divinity degree 
and was commissioned 
as a deacon. She did her 
internship at Lakewood 
United Methodist Church 
in Dallas.

I literally went down on my face, 
on the ground in front of the 
cross. 
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Parallel to the academ-
ic journey, there is the 
ordination process. 
They are separate and 
yet related. She’s done 
both at the same time, so 
when she graduated she 
also got commissioned. 
During the time of “com-
mission,” the board 
approves the candidate 
for provisional status and 
they are commissioned 
to be in ministry, there-
fore they receive their 
license to be a pastor. 
They receive the title of 
Reverend and can be 
appointed. They can be 
in the provisional status 
from two to eight years. 
Kake was eligible to be 
ordained last June but 
she deferred because 
she was so immersed in 
the ministries she was 
involved in.

After her internship, 
Kake wanted to serve 
at FUMC-Denton but 
there were not any spots 
available here, so she 
accepted an opportunity 
in Gainesville.

For clarification, Kake is 
a commissioned deacon, 
not an elder. According 
to umcnews.org, "While 
elders are called to lead 
congregations in ministry 

and mission, deacons 
are called to connect 
baptized Christians 
with their ministries 
in the world. ... That 
diversity of service 
illustrates the deacon's 
call to bring the church 
to the world — and the 
world to the church."

Her time in Gaines-
ville was amazing and 
the transformations 
she saw during her 
time there were mi-
raculous. The ministry 
positively affected so 
many lives. There was 
a thrift shop associated 
to the church for 40 
years and many peo-
ple would go there, 
even if they didn’t go 
to church. “People had 
lunch together, lots 
of homeless people. 
Some of them came 
to work with us, some 
of them just joined us. 
We talked, preached, I 
imposed ashes on Ash 
Wednesday and invit-
ed people to church. It 
was pure discipleship. 
We created so many 
strong relationships 
that I was invited to 
preach in an Afri-
can-American Baptist 
Church. All because of 
the store, because of 

people helping other people,” 
said Kake. 
“Even before that position end-
ed, I started to have dreams 
about serving with Open. I 
started to assess and evaluate 
my gifts, to listen more closely 
to the Holy Spirit and to be au-
thentic to myself. I had helped 
with Open right when it started 
and after all these dreams, I 
started to have conversations 
with Jonathan, just catching up. 
I knew they were trying to ex-
pand, and I saw myself offering 
some ways to shore up with 
what they were doing. I saw a 

Kake after performing wedding.



window of opportunity for 
my ministry.”

We applied for a ministry 
grant from the Annual 
Conference and were 
excited when it was ap-
proved. The purpose is to 
create a new worshiping 
community with a margin-
alized group, outside the 
church and offer ministry 
in a fresh way, led by the 

group. The pastors are 
involved and facilitate the 
group but the primary 
leadership and visioning is 
out of the group, because 
each group knows what 
they need. According to 
the North Texas Confer-
ence, "The purpose of 
these Center for Missional 
Outreach grants is to be 
a catalyst for making the 
“ministry with” dreams 
of local churches in the 
North Texas Conference 
a reality. Grants are for 
new efforts or efforts that 
catalyze existing ministries 
with creativity and innova-
tion.”
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phy, fashion, sports and 
more. The first one will 
be a collage for a Vision 
Board. That will help the 
group envision who we 
want to be.”

“God is the creator and 
as a creator He is an art-
ist. When God created 
us in His image, he also 
created artists. I believe 
everyone is an artist in 
his own way. So when 
we are creative we are 
expressing that image 
of God,” Kake added. 
“My part in this will be to 
link what is created with 
what God says about 
this, the spiritual com-
ponent in everything. 
As we create each ses-
sion, I’ll be collaborating 
with the leaders with 
the spiritual practice 
that will be connected 
to it and eventually we 
would like to be a wor-
shiping community as 
well. It must be led by 
the people who are the 
constituents. I am  in 
this fascinating place of 
leading but not leading. 
That’s what I do. I’m a 
spiritual guide. We will 
also be connecting this 
with mission.”

Kake believes that one 
of the main reasons for 
a group like this is to be 
a safe haven. The com-

Back in June, they had their 
first meeting with the group 
they chose to serve, the 
LGBTQ+ community. “That’s 
a marginalized communi-
ty here in Denton and we 
already have strong leaders 
who are part of Open wor-
ship, who we already knew 
and were identified as po-
tential leaders. We invited 
them together and had a 

meet-
ing 
at my 
home. 
We 
had 
good 
atten-
dance 
and sat 
around 
the ta-

ble for a meal together and 
just dreamed about what 
this could be, what would 
be needed, what would not 
be helpful, what was not 
wanted. By listening to those 
leaders and talking, we came 
up with a name, GLOW by 
Open. Along with spiritual-
ity and faith among people 
who are LGBTQ+ there is a 
lot of creativity and a lot of 
gifts. We want to share those 
gifts among this community. 
We have found a space at 
the Patterson Appleton Arts 
Center and will start to meet 
once a month. Each month 
we will have a different activ-
ity like dance, arts, calligra-
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

www.fumc-denton.com/children

At First Methodist Denton 
we offer a children’s min-
istry that includes a variety 
of program options that 
work together to teach 
Bible stories, to nurture a 
child’s innate spirituality 
and to provide opportuni-
ties to practice what they 
learn.  Through Sunday 
school, Bible study, chil-
dren’s choir and family 
mission your child will be 
given the tools needed to 

become the newest dis-
ciples of Jesus in a loving 
family-focused environ-
ment. 

Sunday School: Sundays 
at 9:45 am. All age groups.
Details at https://www.
fumc-denton.com/chil-
dren-sunday-school

Bible Study: Sundays from 
5:30 - 6:30 pm. All age 

groups. Details at https://
www.fumc-denton.com/chil-
dren-s-bible-study

Mission: All age groups. 
Details at https://www.
fumc-denton.com/chil-
dren-s-missions

Choirs: Children four years 
old to fifth grade. Details at 
https://www.fumc-denton.
com/choirs-and-ensembles

Children's time during 
the combined service 
on September 8

mon language is: “Is it ok if 
I’m gay and Christian? If I’m 
Christian, can I be gay?"

“I hear this over and over 
again,” said Kake. “They 
want a safe place because 
they have many trust issues, 
because they feel they have 
been trapped in the past, 
they have been deceived. 
They’ve been “welcomed” 
in a church just to later be 
pushed to be “saved or 

fixed. So they don’t trust 
the church.”

Kake’s main personal goal 
is to live as authentically 
as she can fulfilling that 
calling that she heard from 
God. “I want to offer kinds 
of ministry that opens 
people up to their beloved 
selves, to their beloved 
God. I want people to feel 
they are children of God 

and part of that “cone 
of light” that appeared 
when Jesus was bap-
tized. I feel I’m under that 
cone and I want them to 
feel the same.”
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Dear members:

LETTER 
FROM 
THE 
EDITOR

One of my favorite things to do, 
whether at work or my free time, is 
to talk to people. Friends, family, 
strangers, it doesn’t matter. There 
is always something interesting to 
listen to, something new to learn. 
Amazing stories of travel adven-
tures, outstanding stories of profes-
sional success or simply stories of 
ordinary lives. No matter what kind 
of story you listen to, you can always 
learn something.

Somethings that I’ve learned during 
some of my latest conversations are 
how lonely people feel nowadays, 
how culture is changing religion, 
how disconnected people feel from 
God and how much fear people 
constantly carry on their shoulders.

I am not saying that I agree or dis-
agree with these statements, just 
that I have been repeatedly listening 
to those kinds of comments. And 
loneliness is close to my heart.

According to the New Yorker, ev-
ery 40 seconds someone commits 
suicide. In the US, it is the tenth most 
common cause of death in peo-
ple over 10 years of age, far more 
common than death by homicide, 
aneurysm or AIDS. According to 
The Guardian, it is a major problem 

among millennials. “Lonely millennials 
are more likely to have mental health 
problems, be out of work and feel pes-
simistic about their ability to succeed 
in life than their peers who feel con-
nected to others, regardless of gender 
or wealth, research has revealed.”

Feeling lonely is not necessarily due 
to technology, but to the lack of face-
to-face contact. It’s due to social anx-
iety and fear of rejection. “The fear 
of ridicule and humiliation can be so 
debilitating that it causes self-induced 
isolation,” wrote Margaret Paul. Ph. D. 
On mindbodygreen.com website.

It’s not rare to see millennials and Gen 
Z individuals texting each other even 
when inside the same room or staging 
photos to “look cool” in Instagram. It 
is rare though to see them gathering 
around a table to talk or play board 
games, to have meals with their fam-
ilies or walk through the hallway and 
cubicles to talk to their co-workers.

We got to a point when “Rent-a-
Friend,” “Rent a Local Friend,” “Cuddle-
UpToMe.com" or “cuddlist.com"  (and 
many others) are real businesses.

People are paying other people to talk 
to them, to go to dinner, to “hug and 
get hugged.” There are now “pro-



fessional cuddles” available! 
Yes, professional snuggle and 
cuddle buddies, huggers with 
full job description and all. Peo-
ple, who simply need human 
contact (no sex involved!) Are 
paying $80.00/hour (plus travel 
time) for hugs!!! 

“From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by ev-
ery supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, 
as each part does its work.” - 
Ephesians 4:16

We were not meant to be alone 
or live in loneliness. We were 
not meant to be disconnected 
from God or from our brothers 
and sisters. We were not meant 
to be an “isolated part.” We 
were meant to be there for one 
another, to love each other and 
carry each other’s burdens. We 
were meant to be a body built 
from several parts, united by 
one faith.

Leave your phone in your bag, 
turn off the television, don’t text 
message your feelings. Look 
at your children’s eyes, smile 
to your neighbor, hug your 
friends. Forget the video game, 
take your co-worker for coffee, 
have a good laugh.

“My children, our love should 
not be just words and talk; it 
must be true love, which shows 
itself in action.” -  1 John 3:18

And never forget that God is 
always with you. If you are with 
Him, you are never alone.

Want to tell us your 
story? Email Martha at:
mware@fumc-denton.com

From him the whole 
body, joined and held 
together by every 
supporting ligament, 
grows and builds it-
self up in love, as each 
part does its work. 
Ephesians 4:16 ”

“
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Some important updates

Our Facebook page is updated daily, so, if you haven't "liked" us yet, 
it's a great time to do so. You will know all about what goes on at our 
church. Go to facebook.com/fumcdenton

You can submit requests and/or articles for our newsletter by the 25th 
of each month if you want it included in the following month's edition.

Please make sure to submit any changes on your Sunday class, event, 
ministry to the communications office at mware@fumc-denton.com so 
we can keep our website and publications up-to-date.

You can sign-up for our newsletter at https://www.fumc-denton.com/
impact-news

Be a good ambassador for our church. Tell friends and family to follow 
our social media. Talk about the church!

COMMUNICATIONS

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Welcome to our Communications Ministry. As a vital part of FUMC-Denton, we strive to always 
inform all members, guests and neighbors (when appropriate) of our ministries, programs, activi-
ties and events. In order for us to keep everyone up-to-date with our very active church family, we 
need you to submit all news and updates from you ministry, your part of this big church family.  
Please go to www.fumc-denton.com/member-forms  
And request your member login. You will then be able to see all our deadlines and use online 
forms to request publicity for your event. Since we use digital media very frequently and we are 
sure you do the same, please read the nice “Online Commandments” released by the Church of 
England. These are very useful guidelines for a respectful and kind online presence.

1

2

3

4

5

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that 
we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him. 2 Corinthians 5:20-21
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We have several open position in our church. If you believe 
you are a fit for one of the, please send resume to aheath@
fumc-denton.com and use the job title in the subject line. If 
you know someone who qualifies for one of the positions, 
don't hesitate to share the post!

JOB OPENINGS

Director of Music and Worship

First United Methodist Church of Denton Texas, (FUMC-Denton), a church celebrating over 
160 years in a college community renowned for its musical diversity and talent, is seeking a 
Director of Music and Worship to provide leadership to the Worship Planning team in creating 
and presenting meaningful worship opportunities for the congregation. 

Go to https://www.fumc-denton.com/jobs for full job description.

Director of Youth Ministry/ Associate Pastor of Youth
 
First United Methodist of Denton (FUMC) is seeking a Director of Youth Ministry or an Associ-
ate Pastor of Youth to oversee and provide leadership in developing and implementing youth 
ministry programming that encourages faith formation and spiritual development in the lives 
of 6th - 12th grade students.  
 
The Director of Youth Ministry must be an enthusiastic person who has a passion for leading 
youth to become disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Go to fumc-denton.com/jobs for full job description.
 
Preschool-Childcare Teacher

Children’s Day Out of First United Methodist Church has classroom teacher openings.  We are 
a weekday preschool/daycare open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.  We serve children from 6 weeks of 
age through pre-K (4 and 5 years old).

Early childhood experience or training is preferred but not necessary.  

Go to fumc-denton.com/jobs for full job description.

FunStop Teacher
 
MUST love interacting and playing with children, be interested in helping with homework, 
work well in a team environment and be available to work 2:00-6:00 pm

Go to fumc-denton.com/jobs for full job description.
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Dear members: 
I’ve been thinking about the power of mu-
sic—how it inspires us and even moves us. 
Music can move us from sadness to joy, apa-
thy to pride, melancholy to euphoria. There’s 
a generosity to music. Hymns, national an-
thems, bar tunes, rock, rap or country songs, 
are all designed for people to listen to and 
even participate in at some level. Music is 
how we teach, inspire, entertain, celebrate, 
grieve and worship. 

FROM
THE
PASTOR

Ibelieve God is the source of the music within 
each of us and that ultimately, God gives us 
music as a means of praising the Creator, Sus-
tainer and Redeemer of all life. For the next three 
weeks we are going to explore the power of mu-

sic through a series titled, “Tuned: Raise Your Pitch,” 
and how to bring our lives back into tune with God 
and one another. 

I want to express my deep appreciation to the 
many who participated in our Church Kick-Off 
Sunday worship and potluck meal! For me it was 
a wonderful celebration of the expansive and 
diverse ministry we do as FUMC-Denton. Thank 

you to the many who gave to a love offering bene-
fiting the survivors of Hurricane Dorian. 

See you in church!
Don
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Come, let us sing for 
joy to the LORD; let 
us shout aloud to the 
Rock of our salvation.

JESUS FUENTE DE VIDA

Diario Vivir: Cada persona es 
responsable ante Cristo, no ante 
otros. Aunque la iglesia no debe 
transigir en cuanto a las activi-
dades expresamente prohibidas 
por las Escrituras (adulterio, ho-

mosexualidad, homicidio, hur-
to), tampoco debe crear reglas 
adicionales ni regulaciones 
que se consideren al mismo 
nivel que la Ley de Dios. Mu-
chas veces los cristianos basan 
sus juicios morales en opin-
iones, aversiones personales y 
prejuicios culturales antes que 
en la Palabra de Dios. Cuando 
hacen esto, muestran la debili-
dad de su fe. Piensan que Dios 
no tiene suficiente poder para 
guiar a sus hijos. Cuando es-
temos ante la corte de justicia 
de Dios (el tribunal de Cristo), 

no tendremos que preocu-
parnos de lo que nuestro 
vecino cristiano haya hecho.

Rev. Mauricio Orozco

Haga un click en el Facebook icono para ir a nuestra pagina:
www.facebook.com/ministeriohispanoendenton/

Psalm 95:1
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Church Financial Update

Our Business Office is pleased to report that our financial situa-
tion through August is in excellent shape, thanks to the faithful 
generosity of the members and friends of FUMC-Denton. As you 
can see from the graphs below, August giving was slightly below 
budget, but giving year-to-date is still ahead of budget. And our 
expenses continue to run less than budgeted which means we 
have not had to dip into reserves so far this year. We are blessed!
 

FINANCE

Just direct your inquiries to our 
Business Administrator, Alan Heath,
 aheath@fumc-denton.com.



Just direct your inquiries to our 
Business Administrator, Alan Heath,
 aheath@fumc-denton.com.

We are a community of 
believers committed to 
living out our vision – to 
Shine God’s Love into Ev-
ery Life! We are a vibrant 
and authentic church family 
of talented, creative and 
imperfect individuals who 
gather as the people of 
God, united by the Holy 
Spirit, living faithfully as dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ.

We strove to understand how 
God would have us work toward 
achieving our Vision and Mission, 
as we move forward. This resulted 
in the adoption of the following 
seven goals for 2019, 2020 and 
beyond….

Goal 1.  Communicate a welcom-
ing presence to all in the commu-
nity.  
We want everyone to feel wel-
comed here. We have made a 
good start with six worship ser-
vices every Sunday, but still have 
much to do.

Goal 2.  Build connections by 
helping people find a place in our 
church. 
We have vibrant, engaging, and 
meaningful worship for which we 
are thankful.  Our Sunday School 
classes are places of thoughtful 
study and fellowship.  We’d like to 
see more small group experiences, 
along with those already in exis-
tence.  Other ideas are expanding 
our follow-up program with first 
time visitors and adding an annual 
recognition and recruitment event 
for volunteers.

Goal 3.  Attract new members to 
grow our total membership and 
attendance annually by 3%. 
This is a special place.  Let’s share 
it by inviting someone to join you 
for worship.

Goal 4.  Conduct an annual facil-
ity review of the physical plant, 
including a report of findings and 
recommendations.  
The church is people, no doubt.  
But our facility is a critical tool for 

OUR WAY FORWARD AT FIRST UNITED 
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ministry; it is our faith home. We 
need everyone’s support in stay-
ing on top of facility needs.

Goal 5.  Develop a financial plan 
annually to fully fund expenses 
and maintain a healthy reserve 
for the church.  
We often say that everything that 
happens here springs from your 
generosity.  And you all are gen-
erous.  We do, however, have 
a gap between our budgeted 
expenses and the giving com-
mitments from the congrega-
tion. This goal envisions closing 
that gap.

Goal 6.  Expand and continue 
to improve communication and 
technology methods used in our 
church. 
We are a large organization with 
many moving parts.  Effective 
communication, between and 
among us, takes planning and 
time. Webpages and newslet-
ters.  Worship guides and post-
ers. Social media and e-mail.  All 
those and more benefit from 
your timely input to provide our 
staff information and keep us 
improving.

Goal 7. Celebrate some of our 
major strengths: youth and chil-
dren’s programs, music minis-
try, and missions by increasing 
visibility church-wide and in the 
community. 

By Nancy Murphy-Chadwick, Administrative Board Chair; Rhonda Clarka and Dale Tampke, Lay Leaders

continues on page 18

This past Spring the Admin-
istrative Board gathered to-
gether in a series of meetings 
to hold conversations about 
what living out our vision looks 
like at First United Methodist 
Denton. The conversations 
centered on how we as a 
church, here in Denton, can 
continue to live out our Vision 
to Shine God’s Love into Every 
Life. We focused on how we 
can communicate with each 
other and truly listen with open 
minds, open hearts and open 
doors, understanding we are all 
unique individuals created by 
God.

Our Vision statement remained 
up front whenever we met as 
a group and in our individual 
prayers, along with the mantra 
that “All are Welcome” in our 
church. The Ad Board reviewed 
what we do well, what needs 
improvement and where do we 
want to see our church head-
ing. This resulted first in the 
re-adoption of our Vision state-
ment and the following Mission 
statement: 
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.PERSON A AND PERSON B

Did you know that our: 
• Children’s Day Out and 
Fun Stop programs have 
been multiple-year winners 
of “the Best in Denton;”
•Mission teams of youth and 
adults venture far beyond 
our walls to shine God’s love 
and perform vital ministry, 
every year; and
•Musicians – children, youth 
and adults all offer us a little 
glimpse of Heaven through 
their music every Sunday?
We want to tell the story 
about how God works to en-
able God’s people to accom-
plish God’s work, together. 

At this point, we don’t know 
the outcome of the con-
versations that our global 

church is currently having. 
What we do know is that we 
need God’s vision to do God’s 
work here and now and that 
our church will survive any 
changes if we focus on provid-
ing open hearts, open minds 
and open doors to all.  These 
seven goals serve as a means 
of continuing God’s work, of 
providing tangible and achiev-
able outcomes by which to 
measure our success.

There are three things we hope 
you will join us in doing right 
now to support our church:
Pray.  Pray daily for our church, 
our members, our visitors, our 
clergy and staff and our volun-
teers.  Pray for discernment, for 
strength and for wisdom.  

Commit.  Support the goals 
of our church.  Talk them up 
with your friends, your Sun-
day School buds, your small 
groups.  Post them on social 
media.  Let folks know what 
we’re about and that we’re se-
rious about shining God’s love 
into every life.
Engage.  Find a place to get 
involved.  If you haven’t tried 
a Sunday School class, now’s a 
great time. If you want to help 
with Children’s Sunday school, 
sign up now.  If you want to 
serve at First Meal, just do it.  

Pray, Commit, Engage - three 
ways to help us move forward.  
We hope you will join us.

A WAY FORWARD
continued from page 17

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Volunteer Drivers for Se-
niors’ Van Service Needed

We are in search of volunteers 
who want to help us pick up 
and drop off seniors who want 
to attend church on Sundays 
but can’t drive to the services. 
Volunteers should be available 
on Sundays from 8:30 to 11:30 
am.  It’s not necessary to volun-
teer every Sunday but should 
be available when scheduled. 
Please contact Jim Engelbrecht 
at jengelb@verizon.net

Stephen Ministries

FUMC needs you to give 
prayerful consideration to 
becoming a Stephen Minister. 

Training will begin in late  Janu-
ary, 2020.

Stephen Ministers are there:

...after the phone call you 
hoped you’d never get, after 
the funeral, when everyone has 
left and the emotions you’ve 
held at bay come crashing on 
you, after the relationship falls 
apart and the bottom falls out 
of your life, after the last child 
honks the horn, waves, and 
drives away...

If you are interested in becom-
ing a part of this caring ministry 
please contact Pastor Mauricio 
Orozco in his office 940-382-
5478 or at morozco@fumc-den-
ton.com.  

Rivera

Our mission to the Rivera 
Elementary School commu-
nity is to provide volunteers 
who will support students, 
staff and parents. Rivera 
Elementary is a high-need 
school campus in Denton 
ISD.

We need our church family 
to step in and volunteer 
as mentors and "Rockin' 
Readers," or with "Lunch 
with a Leader," help with 
school events and "Thank a 
Teacher."

There are sign-up sheets 
available in the Mission Cor-
ner in Miller Center or you 
can contact Mary Harris at 
mmcdharris3@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

UMW Second Annual Pie Tasting and Pre-Sale, 8 am-1pm 
in Miller Center. Come sample homemade pie or cobbler. 
If you choose to, you may place an order for one or more 
pies to be ready next Sunday

Pastor Don will bless the animals at 1 pm in Ivey Garden. Please 
bring your pet on a leash.

UMW Second Annual Pie and Cobbler Sale
8 am-1 pm in Miller Center. All proceeds support the FUMC-Den-
ton UMW missions. We hope to be as successful this year as last 
year if not more so. Your support made it possible.

SEPT. 15

OCT. 6

SEPT. 22

Over 30 vendors sell their one-of-a-kind artisan items and crafts pro-
viding an alternative for gift giving and, at the same time,  raising mon-
ey of which 100% benefits the non-profit and fair trade organizations 
represented. Fair trade goods, handmade merchandise by third-world 
country artisans and  merchandise donated  by local artisans.

OCT. 31

Join our Hispanic Ministry Jesús Fuente de Vida in their Fiesta 
Latina. Latin food, folk dance performance, cultural exhibit, fun 
and fellowship. All are invited. Monroe.

SEPT. 29



For information, please visit our website:

www.fumc-denton.com
First United  
Methodist Church
201 S. Locust St.
Denton, TX 76201
Phone: (940) 382-5478

SERVICE TIMES
7:30 am // First Meal – A free breakfast for those 
in need followed by an informal worship service. 
(Monroe)

8:30 am // Traditional Worship – Traditional, 
formal worship service featuring liturgy, or-
gan-led hymns and choral music. (Sanctuary)

9:45 am // Mosaic Worship – An informal service 
in a relaxed, contemporary setting with a praise 
band. (Monroe Fellowship Building)

11:00 am // Celebration Worship – Similar to 
our 8:30 am service with the added component 
of some multi-media integration. Broadcast on 
Charter 191 and Frontier 39 (Sanctuary). 

11:00 am // Open Worship –FUMC-Denton 
modern worship service. (Flinn Hall) 

12:30 pm // Jesus Fuente de Vida – A service 
of joy, praise and worship for the whole family. 
A time of gratitude with vibrant singing where 
God’s presence touches your soul. (Flinn Hall)

WORSHIP WITH US 
It’s our members who make FUMC-Denton a 
welcoming church. We hope you will join us! 


