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OUR PEOPLE
OUR MINISTRIESCharles and 

Cynthia Rives

Meet Charles and Cynthia Rives
Charles (Chuck) and Cynthia 
Rives are two long-time Meth-
odists who met at university. 
He was a in his first year as a 
graduate student and she was a 
freshman on her undergraduate 
studies.
 
Chuck did his undergraduate 
program at Eastern New Mex-
ico University and went to the 
military for his basic training. He 
then returned and completed 
his masters in Music Education 
in the same university. “When I 
saw Cynthia in the music build-

ing, I thought: that’s the 
girl I want to go out with,” 
Chuck said. They got mar-
ried and moved to Deming, 
New Mexico, a small town
in the southwest corner of 
the state, where he started 
teaching. After two years, 
they moved to Roswell, New 
Mexico, where he grew up 
and graduated high school, 
and took over the choir pro-
gram. They stayed there for 
eight years.
 
“Everyone in our family, 
Chuck and all our kids were 
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born in Roswell, except 
me,” said Cynthia.
 
When Fara (daughter) 
was six months old and 
David was six years old, 
they moved to Tempe, 
Arizona where he pur-
sued his doctorate. Then 
they moved to Stephen-
ville, Texas, where Chuck 
got his first collegial po-
sition as a choir director 
at Tarleton State Univer-
sity, where he stayed for 
29 years.
 
From the beginning, 
Cynthia was adamant 
about being around her 
family. “The first thing 

I said to Chuck was, ’I 
want to be around my 
family (my dad was the 
head resident at Chavez 
Hall, a men’s dorm and 
where my family also 
lived) and you have to 
go to church with me.’”
 
Cynthia has always been 
a Methodist and jokes 
about Chuck: “I used 
to say that he changed 
churches with every girl 
he dated,” she laughed.
 
“I was actually a Method-
ist but visited the Episco-
pal, Church of Christ and 
a few others before com-
ing back to the Meth-

odist church when I met 
Cynthia,” Chuck said.
 
Chuck retired from Tar-
leton and they thought 
that the right thing to do 
was to move back closer 
to their children. Both 
Fara Crawford and David 
Rives and their families 
live in Denton, so that’s 
where they moved. It will 
be three years in Novem-
ber since they started to 
attend FUMC-Denton 
and became members.
 
Both Chuck and Cynthia 
are actively involved 
in the ministries of this 
church. Chuck is the 

Cynthia with other FUMC-Denton membersvolunteering at Rivera Chuck duirng 2019 Fall Kick-Off
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Mission’s Committee 
Chair, sings in the Cham-
ber and Chancel Choirs 
and is involved with New 
Horizons Sunday School 
class, where he teaches 
occasionally. Missions, 
though, are his biggest 
passion.
 
Cynthia is also involved 
in missions and New 
Horizons. In addition, she 
is a member and serves 
as a director on the 
National Board of Unit-
ed Methodist Women, 
where she leads a circle 
called Encouragers, that 
meets on Sundays after 
the 11 am service.
 
The Rives have always 
been involved in mis-
sions. When in Stephen-
ville, Chuck led a youth 
choir as a volunteer. They 
started up with three 
girls and grew to a group 
of 30  students. The main 
reason for the growth, 
according to Chuck, 
was that since the first 
year they took a mission 
trip with the choir. “We 
took those three girls to 
Austin and sand in a the 
church and they got to 
visit the Capitol.
 
“We started to do a mu-
sic mission: We took the 
choir to nursing homes, 
retirement homes and 

taught music to chil-
dren. We took them all 
over the US, Mexico, 
Jamaica, many mission 
trips. We taught them 
how to do mission.” 
added Chuck.
 
Logistics for these trips 
can be challenging but 
once they learned they 
branched out and took 
two trips to Kenya and 
took several medical 
teams into Mexico.

It’s extremely important 
to study the Scripture, but 
being in action is essen-
tial. They real christiani-
ty goes beyond worship, 
you got to go do it, to 
walk the walk.     

“

 
“Our daughter is a phy-
sician assistant and she 
mentioned that when 
she got to the rotation 
for geriatrics, all her 
peers got uncomfort-
able because they had 
no experience with the 
elderly. She mentioned 
how important those 

mission trips were to her, 
because she felt so com-
fortable around them,” 
said Cynthia.
 
“Missions play an import-
ant part in growing your 
Christianity,” she added.
 

Chuck duirng 2019 Fall Kick-Off

Cynthia at UMW luncheon



6   \ \   SHINING GOD’S LOVE, TRANSFORMING LIVES

When Cynthia was a kid, 
she had the opportunity 
to go to a mission trip 
to an Indian mission in 
Farmington, New Mex-
ico, with youth from all 
around the state. “I still 
remember the devotions 
of one of those pastors, 
a younger pastor, who 
later became a bishop, 
talking about how the 
church is supposed 
to work. It was a story 
where ships were being 
wrecked in the turbulent 
sea, so they built a light 
house. The ships would 
know the safe passage 
and would bring the 

people in off the ship 
to safety at the light-
house. Over time they 
improved the lighthouse 
and it ended up that they 
turned out the light, be-
cause when they brought 
those people out of the 
boats they were dirty and 
wet and were messing 
up the new pool table 
and their furniture…so, 
they turned off the light. 
I don’t want us to be a 
church that turns off the 
light. A friend of mine 
once said that churches 
can become country 
clubs with a cross and 
I don’t want to be part 

of a country club with 
a cross. I want it to be a 
church that has the light 
on, where we go out and 
bring people in,” she 
added.
 
It was quite hard for 
Chuck or Cynthia to think 
of the most special mis-
sion trip they participat-
ed in. “All the missions 
are so special, each one 
in a different way. But I 
think one of my trips to 
Kenya really got to me. 
When we went to Maua 
a very small communi-
ty in Kenya, we went to 
the Methodist hospital. 
It was a six-hour drive 
from where we were, not 
because it was too far 
but because of the road 
conditions. There are 
around 500,000 people 
in the surrounding areas. 
There is a government 
hospital, but this is the 
only good hospital for 
500,000 people. We 
were there and they did 
just about everything: 
pediatric care, cancer 
and aids care, surgical 
center and a place for 
moms to get ready to 
have their babies. They 
have their children and 
then they go home. 
One morning, we were 
having a devotion in the 

Chuck and Cynthia protesting in front of the Federal 
Courthouse in Brownsville
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chapel and while staying 
outside waiting to go in 
we heard this moaning, 
kind like a crying going 
on. I asked a missionary 
what was going on, what 
was that sound, and 
she said that probably a 
baby died. That’s the way 
they grieve. It broke my 
heart. The United Meth-
odist Church was being 
the lighthouse, a place 
where people could 
come and have hope. 
Just to be there at that 
moment really spoke to 
me about why we need 
to be everywhere, wher-
ever we can be, accord-
ing to Chuck “Mission 
has to happen locally 
but also out of your area, 
nationally, internationally, 
wherever we can be.,”

 

For Cynthia, Kenya 
was also a very strong 
experience, because 
you see real poverty. 
“Every community has 
poverty, but the ex-
tent of the poverty in 
Africa is immense. To 
see the children with 
empty bottles with a 
little bit of glue on top 
of it and them sniffing 
that glue… Women 
get into prostitution 
but prostitutes can 
only have one child 
with them and so they 
push the older child 
out on the street. It’s 
all very heartbreaking. 
When people die, they 
don’t take the bodies 
of their family mem-
bers and bury them 
because they believe 
that would make the 
soil infertile and they 
wouldn’t want to dam-
age the ground they 
own. So, when some-
one dies, those bodies 
stay in the hospital for 
them to take care of.” 
said Cynthia.
 
Cynthia is actively 
involved with United 
Methodist Women. 
She says that it’s one 
of the most important 
ways she finds to be 
more than a nominal 

Christian. “I’m a Christian, 
check that box. UMW helps 
me live my faith, because 
we have a program of 
studies aiming at spiritual 
growth, social action in the 
world. We learn so much. 
UMW continues my Chris-
tian education. My moth-
er, a very outgoing and 
flamboyant person, and 
paternal grandmother (the 
proverbial little librarian 
with the bun) were both in 
the predecessor organiza-
tion of the United Method-
ist Women. I love that any 
woman can find a place in 
this mission organization. 
All kinds, all ages of wom-
en can find a place, help 
deal with issues like social 
and climate justice, among 
others.
 
Chuck speaks about all 
the missions with a lot of 

Chuck and Cynthia protesting in front of the Federal 
Courthouse in Brownsville
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We visited churches and 
met leaders in Honduras. 
We made connections 
with these young church-
es. In these places, 
where there are scarce 
resources to live at safe 
level, having food, cloth-
ing and housing, they 
trust in God and I believe 
they recognize in us that 
we need to learn to trust 
God. And they pray for 
us not to worship things 
but worship God. To not 
trust what we can do but 
trust what He can. That is 
a blessing that I’ll sign up 
for at any time,” Cynthia 
said.
 

real key to mission is go-
ing on a trip and getting 
to know people, showing 
our love and support for 
them. It’s just showing 
up. They think ‘why do 
these people from the 
US come to help me?’  
They never think how 
much they give back to 
us. The relationships we 
create make a difference 
in both lives.” she adds.
 
“I think the real thing is 
mutuality of mission, so 
that wherever we go, we 
understand that we go 
to be giving and open to 
them, but they are also 
giving a lot to us. The 
love that we receive is 
tremendous. We don’t 
think that we will solve 
all their problems, but 
we know we will be with 
them and see how we 
can work together. I 
went to the border four 
times last year. When I 
heard that the bishop 
was going to Honduras, I 
thought that we needed 
to do that. When you see 
all those families com-
ing and seeking asylum, 
you need to understand 
why they are coming, 
what is going on in their 
countries that they go 
through dangerous trips 
to come to this country. 

passion. “The Ministry 
at the Border happened 
almost as an accident.  
The Tampkes (Dale and 
Molly) just mentioned 
that they were going to 
the border to help those 
people and we said we 
were going with them. 
We didn’t know exactly 
how we were going to 
help but we, the two 
couples, just went. And 
that’s how it started. 
Sometimes opportunity 
just presents itself and 
you just must be open to 
grab it. You just have to 
say yes. It helps that we 
have been in mission for 
so long that we are not 
intimidated by that,” he 
said.
 

“People talk about mis-
sion as it relates to the 
physical part of it, the 
construction of a house, 
or the medical support. 
But what I see most im-
portant are the relation-
ships you develop. The 

Everyone needs to 
work their mission 
muscle, you know, 

the more you do 
the easier it gets. 

Be not afraid.

Mission trip to the border
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“There are so many 
opportunities for people 
to connect with God and 
with others through this 
church. You can connect 
through worship, service, 
being a community of 
faith, supporting each 
other and lifting each 
other up. But you can 
also take action. As we 
grow our faith, how do 
we demonstrate our 
faith? Sunday School 
classes help you grow 
spiritually, the music 
ministry blesses people 

either by participating 
or just listening to it. This 
is a mission church, it’s 
one of the reasons why 
we love being here. Here 
we talk the talk and walk 
the walk. This is a church 
that acts. This is a church 
full of amazing people. 
We are acting disciples, 
disciples of Jesus Christ 
for transformation of the 
world,” Chuck added.
 
We come to the church 
to be family. “That’s why 
I told Chuck on our first 

meeting, that I wanted to 
be close to my family and 
my church.” Cynthia 
ended.

We have several open positions in our church. If you believe you are a 
fit for one of the, please send resume to aheath@fumc-denton.com and 
use the job title in the subject line. If you know someone who qualifies 
for one of the positions, don't hesitate to share the post!

JOB OPENINGS

Director of Youth Ministry/ Associate Pastor of Youth
FUMC-Denton is seeking a Director of Youth Ministry or an Associate Pastor 
of Youth to oversee and provide leadership in developing and implementing 
youth ministry programming for 6th - 12th grade students.   

Preschool-Childcare Teacher
Children’s Day Out of First United Methodist Church has classroom teacher 
openings.  We are a weekday preschool/daycare open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
We serve children from 6 weeks of age through pre-K (4 and 5 years old).

Early childhood experience or training is preferred but not necessary.  

FunStop Teacher
MUST love interacting and playing with children, be interested in helping with 
homework, work well in a team environment and be available to work 2:00-
6:00 pm.

Go to 
fumc-denton.
com/jobs for 

full job 
descriptions.
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Dear members:

LETTER 
FROM 
THE 
EDITOR

“If you need help, ask a very busy 
person. They will always find time 
to help you. Ask someone who 
has nothing to do and you will 
hear them say they are ’too busy 
to help,’” my great grandmother 
use to say to me. 

At the time, it didn’t make much 
sense to me. How could some-
one who has nothing to do say 
they were busy? But worse, how 
could a very busy person find 
time to help?

As I grew up, I started to pay 
more attention to people, their 
lifestyles, their beliefs, their vic-
tories and struggles and even 
the time they had to spare. And 
I came to understand what my 
great grandma meant.

I have an acquaintance who is 
married and whose husband 
holds a very good position in a 
well-known company. That allows 
her not to work, so she is a stay-
at-home mom of one five-year- 
old girl. I’d say the girl is pretty 
low-maintenance, easy to distract 
and entertain, loves reading and 

uses a cell phone and its applica-
tions better than I do. A cleaning 
company has her house spotless 
every week and she has some-
one to cook for her. She is always 
mad that her husband, who works 
five-six days a week, 7 am to 7 pm 
“doesn’t help her with the chores.” 
And…never has time for anything! 
Every time I talk to her she is over-
whelmed with the amount of stuff 
she must do. Ha!

I have another one in a different 
but similar situation: also marrieds, 
three kids, all in school. Her hus-
band could really use some finan-
cial help if she were willing to get a 
job. She is by herself all day and her 
house is always upside down, with 
dishes in the sink, toys everywhere, 
laundry baskets always full. And, 
she never has time for anything!

Then I think of my own situation. I 
work, I clean, I cook, I take care of 
family, two dogs, I exercise, I do 
groceries, I have hobbies, go to 
church and more. And… I always 
find time to see my friends, go for 
happy hour, have people at my 
place. I make time to time to help 



my family and my friends, and 
many times, strangers.

What about God? Who could be 
busier than God? And doesn’t He 
always find time to help, to be on 
our side, to listen to us and to give 
us comfort? And He does that for 
all of us who trust and believe in 
Him.  

Why is it that busy people find the 
time and lazy ones never do?

I have learned that it’s question of 
prioritizing, putting the most im-
portant things first. And what can 
be more important than being ac-
countable to God, to the mission 
He entrusted us with of loving one 
another as He loves us all?

Gods expects us to love all, even our 
enemies and to lend expecting noth-
ing in return. Our time, our hearts, 
our love, compassion, understanding 
and witness are some of the most 
valuable “things” we can lend, dedi-
cate to others.

“Shine God’s Love into Every Life” is 
exactly about this, it’s about making 
time, giving yourself to higher mis-
sions, volunteering to be the hands 
and feet of Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world.

It doesn’t matter how busy you are, 
how much free time you have. What 
matters is that you make the mission 
God gave you to love others  a prior-
ity—taking care of your relationships 
before your career, being present in 
your children’s lives before they are 
no longer children. And, more than 
anything, never forgetting to put God 
first. 

“But seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.”- Mat-
thew 6:33

Have a great week!

Want to tell us your 
story? Email Martha at:
mware@fumc-denton.com

But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in re-
turn; and your reward will 
be great, and you will be 
sons of the Most High; 
for He Himself is kind to 
ungrateful and evil men. - 
Luke 6:35 ”

“
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IMPACT News.  The newsletter/magazine is a blend of our old FUMC-Den-
ton News and Impact Magazine. Released in both electronic and printed 
versions, it is published once a month, released on the second week of 
each month except during summer. To be considered for publication, 
please submit the information 45 days before its start.

Social media – Please submit your materials at least two weeks in advance 
to be considered for social media channels.

Posters and flyers – Please submit your request a month in advance. If you 
make your own posters or flyers, they must be approved by the Communi-
cations office and will be hung by the Church office personnel. 
Third party online calendars (local media websites, etc) – please submit 
materials at least two weeks in advance.

Press releases – Please submit all information 30 days before event.

All text materials must be submitted in Word and images in JPEG or PNG. 
All submitted materials are subject to editing by the Communications 
office. All images submitted must contain its source so copyright can be 
verified. If the submitter is the author of the photo an authorization for its 
use must be submitted along with the image. 

Submission must also contain name, phone number and email of the send-
er or the contact person for the event, group, project or activity, along with 
an authorization to have the information published in all church publica-
tions and social media. 

Submitting the material does not guarantee its publication. If you have 
questions you can email Martha Ware at 
mware@fumc-denton.com. 

COMMUNICATIONS

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6  

Welcome to our Communications Ministry. As a vital part of FUMC-Denton, we 
strive to always inform all members, guests and neighbors (when appropriate) 
of our ministries, programs, activities and events. In order for us to keep every-
one up to date with our very active church family, we need you to submit all 
news and updates from your ministry, your part of this big church family. 
Please go to www.fumc-denton.com/member-forms and request your mem-
ber login. You will then be able to see all our deadlines and use online forms 
to request publicity for your event. Once you are on that page, if you are a 
first-time user you will need to sign-up with an email, your Facebook or Goo-
gle account. Every time after that, you only need to login and access the poli-
cies and forms you need.
If you have an event, story or updates you would like to share with the congre-
gation, you can submit it to our communication office at mware@fumc-denton.
com or use the forms on the website. Here are some important details on 
deadlines for request submissions.
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Dear Members,

FROM
THE
PASTOR

I     want to express my deep appreciation 
to all our members and guests who have 
expressed a commitment to support the 
church in 2020. While we still have a way 
to go before we receive all our Estimate 

of Giving Cards, and can determine what we 
can afford ministry-wise for the upcoming 
year, your generosity means that children 
are welcomed into our church and taught 
the stories of the Christian faith through 
Sunday School and worship. Your generosi-
ty makes it possible for our Confirmands to 
have the many varied experiences of wor-
ship, mission and faith development as they 
seek to become full members of the church. 
Your generosity makes it possible for our 
youth to build relationships, grow in their 
faith, and take part in retreats, mission trips, 
camps, Bible studies and family groups. Your 
generosity makes worship happen for over 
800 individuals every Sunday. Thank you for 
tuning your heart to God’s generous heart! 

T
his month I’m beginning a new 
six week sermon series, Genesis: 
Beautifully Broken. The OT book of 
Genesis, the book of beginnings 
tells the early story of Humanity 

and the relationship God seeks with the 

Creation. What becomes abundantly clear 
is that what God once declared “good/
beautiful” has become broken. Undeterred 
God continues to pursue a relationship with 
humanity seeking to redeem the relationship 
between creature and its creator. We all have 
inherent sacred worth in God’s eyes. God 
continues to pursue a relationship with us, 
no matter where we are in life or how broken 
we are. In God’s eyes, we are all beautifully 
broken.

See you in Church!
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Church Financial Update

Alan Heath
Church Business Administrator

The ministries of 
FUMC-Denton are actively 
touching lives as we work 
together to Shine God’s 
Love into Every Life. We 
had a great Fall Kickoff 
with an exciting combined 
service and a wonderful 
luncheon following as 
over 400 persons cele-
brated the 162nd birth-
day of our church. And 
nearly that many enjoyed 
the culinary handiwork 
and servant leadership of 
our Hispanic congrega-
tion as they hosted Fiesta 
Latina a couple of weeks 
ago. And it won’t be long 
before we will welcome 
over 1,000 children to 
our campus to celebrate 
a safe Halloween as we 
Share the Harvest and 

FINANCE

Trunk ‘r Treat.
 
On the financial front, we 
have good news to report 
again this month. Although 
we missed the budget 
for September by about 
$12,000, income from giv-
ing continues to run ahead 
of budget for the year by 
about $26,000 and about 
$58,000 ahead of the same 
time last year. In addition, 
our expenses continue to 
be below budget. Thanks 
to all of you who give so 
faithfully to support the mis-
sion and ministries of this 
church! Your prayers, pres-
ence, service and witness 
are so important to the life 
of this church. And it's your 
gifts that make it all possi-
ble.
 
Our fall funding campaign 
is underway, and we had a 
great start on Celebration 
Sunday with an all-music 
service with communion. 
As of Thursday, October 10, 
we had received 266 Esti-
mates of Giving for a total 
of $1,175,175. This includes 
$20,491 of new giving, 
$30,201 from contributors 
who did not turn in a card 
last year, and $1,124,483.00 
from those who turned in 
a card last year. We still 

have a significant number 
who have yet to turn in their 
EOG, but that will happen 
over the next couple of 
weeks. If you haven’t done 
so, you can bring your card 
to worship on Sunday, drop 
it by the office, mail it in…
or use the convenience of 
completing it online at www.
fumc-denton.com/fund-
ing-campaign (scroll to the 
bottom of the page). Please 
be in prayer for a strong re-
sponse to our 2020 funding 
campaign. And may God 
continue to richly bless you 
and His church!
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Just direct your inquiries to our 
Business Administrator, Alan Heath,
 aheath@fumc-denton.com.
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JESUS FUENTE DE VIDA

.PERSON A AND PERSON B

Haga un click en 
el Facebook icono 
para ir a nuestra 
pagina:
www.facebook.
com/ministerio-
hispanoendenton/

Testimony of Denise Pérez

Psalms 133:1 "Behold,how good 
and pleasant it is when brothers 
dwell in unity!"
 
In 2015 my life completely 
changed having to go through a 
separation that later on turn into 
a  divorce leaving me at age 24 as 
a single mother of three children. 

Pastor Mauricio

Testimonio Denise Pérez 

Salmos 133: 1 "¡Mirad cuán bue-
no y agradable es cuando los 
hermanos moran en unidad!"
 
En 2015 mi vida cambió por com-
pleto al pasar por una separación 
que luego se convirtió en un di-
vorcio, dejándome a los 24 años 
como madre soltera de tres hijos. 
Luego, cuatro años después, re-
cibiría una experiencia más difícil  
que cambiaría mi vida.

El 14 de junio de 2019 terminé 
hospitalizada durante una se-
mana, debido a un diagnóstico 
potencialmente mortal. Esa sem-
ana me pareció meses. Recuerdo 
haber estado acostada en mi 
cama de hospital, en mi tercer 
día allí con un dolor imparable, 
orando a Dios y preguntándole 
que si era el final de la vida para 
mí, y que fuera tu voluntad. Justo 
después de mi oración, mi pastor 
Mauricio Orozco y el pastor Don 
Lee entraron a mi habitación. En 
ese momento supe que era una 
confirmación de mi Padre Celes-
tial.

Mirando hacia atrás a esas expe-
riencias, todo lo que puedo decir 
es, gracias, Señor. Gracias por la 
familia y el hogar que he encon-
trado aquí con mi iglesia Jesús 
Fuente de Vida. Como estaba 
rodeada de personas que me am-
aban, me cuidaban, me guiaban y 
sobre todo oraban por mí, puedo 

permanecer aquí y compartir mi 
testimonio con ustedes.

El amor y la protección que 
recibimos de Dios no se debe 
guardar en estas cuatro pare-
des ni guardar para nosotros 
mismos. También debe com-
partirse con aquellos que han 
pasado por esos momentos que 
cambian la vida. Sin la ayuda 
de mi Pastor Mauricio Orozco, 
el Pastor Lee y muchos otros 
hombres y mujeres de Dios que 
estuvieron allí para mí en esos 
momentos de desesperación y 
ansiedad, nunca hubiera podi-
do decir como hoy; Ebenezer; 
"Hasta ahora, el Señor nos ha 
ayudado". Espero y oro por mis 
hermanos y hermanas, que el 
amor del Señor nos llene y que 
sigamos brillando con la luz de 
Cristo fuera de estas puertas y 
paredes, que compartamos con 
otros como yo, cómo el Señor 
continúa mostrando un amor sin 
fin. Dios te bendiga.
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Then four years later I would receive 
the most eye-opening, life-chang-
ing experience. 

On June 14, 2019 I ended up 
hospitalized for a week due to a 
life-threatening diagnosis. That 
week seemed like months to me. 
I remember laying in my hospital 
bed on my third day there with 
unstoppable pain, praying to God 
and asking Him that if it was the end 
of the line for me, then let it be your 
will. Right after my prayer, my Pastor 
Mauricio Orozco and Pastor Don 
Lee walked into my room. Right 
then I knew it was a confirmation 
from my Heavenly Father. 

Looking back to those experiences 
all I can ever say is, Thank you Lord. 
Thank you for the family and home 
I have found here with my church 
Jesus Fuente de Vida. Because I was 
surrounded by people who loved 
me, cared for me, guided me and 
mostly importantly prayed for me, I 
am able to stand here and share my 
testimony with you. 

The love and protection we receive 
from God is not to be kept in these 
four walls or to be kept for our-
selves. It needs to be shared with 
those who have been through those 
life-changing moments as well. 
Without the help of my Pastor Oroz-
co, Pastor Lee and many other men 
and women of God who were there 
for me in those moments of des-
peration and anxiety, I would have 
never been able to say like today; 

Ebenezer;  "Till now the LORD 
has helped us.” I hope and pray 
my brothers and sisters in the 
love of the Lord that we continue 
to shine the light outside these 
doors and walls and share with 
others like myself how the Lord 
continues to show unending 
love. God bless you. 

Denise is the youth leader for 
our Jesus Fuente de Vida His-
panic Ministry.

Denise Perez
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FUMC-Denton United Methodist Women 
Recognized As Outstanding Unit

On September 28, Ruth Bowen, 2019 FUMC-Denton UMW 
President and Cynthia Rives, director on the National Board of 
United Methodist Women, attended the North Texas Confer-
ence United Methodist Women annual meeting. 

Our UMW unit is one of only 20 UMW units in a district with 60 
or more United Methodist churches. Of those 20 units, ours 
was one of seven that were recognized for completing the 
requirements for recognition as an outstanding unit. 

The requirements include:
• Contribute to all Five Channels of Mission Giving: Pledge 

to Mission, Special Mission Recognition (pins), Gift to Mission (cards), Gift in Memory and 
World Thank Offering 

• Implement the Charter for Racial Justice policies (Charter CIub) one way: https://www.
unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter

• Participation (minimum: one member from local unit) in one or more I eve ls (Plan I, 11, 
Ill, IV)of the UMW Reading Program (Women, Youth, or Children): http://www.united-
methodistwomen.org/downloads/reading-program-report-form

• Among others

Rev. Dr. Henderson, North Texas Annual Conference District Superintendent also attended 
the event and is a big UMW supporter.

Congratulations to all our UMW membersFor this well deserved recognition!
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For information, please visit our website:

www.fumc-denton.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us on October 31, 6-8 pm for a fa-boo-lous trunk-r-
treat, carnival games, crafts and a spook-licious corn dog 
supper. Rain or shine.

Pre-Charge Conference Meeting of the Administrative Board 
- All committee chairs, or a representative, are asked to attend 
this pre-charge conference meeting of the church on Nov. 
3 at 12:15 pm in the Sanctuary. All members are invited to 
attend. We will be voting on items for the consent agenda to 
be presented at the District Charge Conference.

A free flu shot clinic will take place in the Miller Center 
Conference Room on October 20 from 8:30-1:30. The 
clinic is provided courtesy of Faith Community and Health 
Promotion, a health ministry of Texas Health Resources. The 
shots are available to any persons over the age of 9.

OCT. 31

NOV. 17

OCT. 20

Over 30 vendors sell their one-of-a-kind artisan items and 
crafts providing an alternative for gift giving and, at the 
same time, raising money for the non-profit and fair trade 
organizations represented. Fair trade goods, handmade 
merchandise by third-world country artisans and mer-
chandise donated by local artisans.

NOV. 8-10 

Our Evening in Bethlehem event is Dec. 6, 5:30–8:00 pm in 
Ivey Garden, Cole Chapel, Flinn Hall and Flinn Hall Lounge.  
Crafts, choir and youth orchestra performances, live nativity, 
petting zoo and an expanded model train display. Free hot 
dogs provided by Scout Troop 65 while supplies last. 

DEC. 6
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First United  
Methodist Church
201 S. Locust St.
Denton, TX 76201
Phone: (940) 382-5478

SERVICE TIMES
7:30 am // First Meal – A free breakfast for 
those in need followed by an informal wor-
ship service. (Monroe)

8:30 am // Traditional Worship – Traditional, 
formal worship service featuring liturgy, or-
gan-led hymns and choral music. (Sanctuary)

9:45 am // Mosaic Worship – An informal 
service in a relaxed, contemporary setting 
with a praise band. (Monroe Fellowship 
Building)

11:00 am // Celebration Worship – Similar 
to our 8:30 am service with the added com-
ponent of some multi-media integration. 
Broadcast on Charter 191 and Frontier 39 
(Sanctuary). 

11:00 am // Open Modern Worship –
FUMC-Denton modern worship service. 
(Flinn Hall) 

12:30 pm // Jesus Fuente de Vida – A ser-
vice of joy, praise and worship for the whole 
family. A time of gratitude with vibrant sing-
ing where God’s presence touches your soul. 
(Flinn Hall)

WORSHIP WITH US 
It’s our members who make FUMC-Denton a 
welcoming church. We hope you will join us! 


